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DAWESVILLE, RECREATIONAL FISHING 

682. Mr MARSHALL to the Minister for Fisheries: 
Recreational fishing folk with amateur lobster licences along the Dawesville coast have had prolific catches this 
year.  In December, when the whites were running, the catch quota of 16 was common.  Now that the lobsters 
have moved back shorewards, big catches are being experienced again.  Can the minister tell the House -  

(a) whether the vibrant season which is being experienced was predicted; 

(b) what are the predictions for next season; and 

(c) whether the professionals experienced similar success?  

Mr HOUSE replied: 

The catch was predicted.  In fact, since the mid 1960s, Fisheries WA has used a method which counts the 
puerulus settlement and that has accurately predicted the catch.  This year's catch is predicted to be about 14 000 
tonnes, which is an increase of about 30 per cent on the average seasons of the past 20 or 30 years.  We are 
running at about 30 per cent above average at the moment.  That has been a bonus for recreational fisher people.  
As the member pointed out, many people have caught their recreational bag limit of eight per day and, at the 
moment, that is under review by the west coast recreational fisheries management plan because we need to look 
at the number of rock lobsters that are being taken.  

Last month the rock lobster industry was the recipient of a Marine Stewardship Council award for its 
management.  The only fishery in the world to receive that award is the Western Australian rock lobster industry.  
The Duke of Edinburgh, a patron of the Marine Stewardship Council, mentioned the award when he visited 
Western Australia last week.  It is a compliment to the people in Fisheries WA as the recipients of that award. 
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